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secret?
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ALL WILL BE 
REVEALED INSIDE.



We know that The DoSeum is considered to be one of San Antonio’s 
treasures—and rightfully so. What makes it even better, however, 
is that our true heart, our essence, our whole reason for existence 
is the children who look forward to their visits with us. They are 
infinitely precious; they are beyond important. Most of all,  
they are what keep us going and motivated to get better and 
better. So now that you know our secret, have some fun and  
tell someone. In fact, go right ahead and spread it far and  
wide. We won’t mind a bit!

We’ve never made a secret of our mission and our vision. 
But it’s always good to remind all our friends of their innate, 
inherent importance to our entire community. 

Our mission is joyful learning and discovery. The DoSeum grows 
minds, connects families, and transforms communities. As a 
premier educational resource, our vision is to develop innovative 
thinkers capable of meeting the challenges of the 21st century. 

We are dedicated to cultivating young learners by using  
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering , Math),  
as well as Literacy and Art. 

These are the secrets of our success.

The DoSeum is where 
playing and learning 
become best friends.

And it’s no secret  
that this is the kind  
of friendship that  
lasts a lifetime.

Use your Secret Decoder Lensto discover!

FUN SCIENCE FACT:

Most colors that we see are 
a combination of red, green 
and blue. These colors 
can mix together to form 
other hues such as yellow, 
magenta and cyan.

Colored lenses change  
our perception by acting 
like filters. They absorb  
all colors of light except  
for whatever color the  
lenses are. 
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If you would like to know 
more about Dan Menelly’s 
impressive professional 
background, visit  
thedoseum.org/new-ceo

The DoSeum is very pleased to welcome our new 
CEO, Dan Menelly. Let us tell you what first caught 
our attention about him: He’s a scientist, an educator, 
inventor and holder of U.S. patent awards for teaching 
tools, museum president, STEM supporter, and an 
experienced non-profit manager/administrator. 

Now as for what first caught his attention about 
The DoSeum: He said that his first visit confirmed 
everything that he had heard; that it was “A wildly 
imaginative, playful, joyous place. It’s hands-on  
and minds-on.”

Could we have found anyone more capable of guiding 
The DoSeum into the future? We don’t think so! It took 
us a full year and a nationwide search, but it’s already 

quite clear that bringing Dan on board was a gift not 
just for us, but for all of San Antonio. 

Rather than give you a long, long list of Dan’s many 
professional achievements and accomplishments, 
we thought you might find it interesting to get some 
insights into how he thinks. Here are a few of the 
wide-ranging comments and observations he made:

• “On my first trip to The DoSeum, I liked the light,  
the safety, the sight lines, the fluid blending 
between the inside and the outside. I remember 
thinking that the ever-changing patterns the giant 
kaleidoscope exhibit makes at The DoSeum is a 
symbol for children.”

• “The DoSeum gets it right; it is a protective place and space for 
childhood. It’s not just creative and imaginative —it’s physically  
and emotionally safe.”

• “Children are only young once. We only have a brief period of time  
to make a difference.”

• “As I get to know San Antonio, I’ve already learned something 
important: I don’t have to ‘sell’ The DoSeum. People already  
love it. They tell me that as soon as they find out I work here.”

• “My job is to build upon the important legacy of The DoSeum  
and guide it into the future.”

• “A major goal is to further democratize access to learning and to 
become a critical part of San Antonio’s educational infrastructure.”

• “I am struck by how great The DoSeum can be for single parents.  
It’s a resource that can make the parent-child relationship  
very strong.”

• “Like the first and second gears of learning, literacy and numeracy 
have all the power. Those gears are the focus of The DoSeum.”

Everyone here feels very fortunate that Dan has joined us.  
And we especially welcome the opportunity to introduce him  
to all the friends of The DoSeum!

Table of Contents 
PAGE 04 SAISD Partnership

PAGE 08 Summer of Tech

PAGE 12 Artist In Residence

PAGE 16 STEM Teacher Cohort

PAGE 20 Outside the Lunchbox 
Luncheon

PAGE 24 Year in Review

PAGE 26 Acknowledgments

PAGE 32 Financials

OUR MISSION 
Through joyful learning and discovery, 
The DoSeum grows minds, connects 

families, and transforms communities.

OUR VISION
As a premier educational resource,  

we develop innovative thinkers 
capable of meeting the challenges  

of the 21st century.

“Play is not a 
specific activity, 
it’s an approach 
to learning, an 
engaged, fun, 
curious way of 
discovering  
your world.”

— Dr. Catherine Tamis-LeMonda
Professor of Psychology  
New York University

Another  

BIG SECRET 
revealed!

DECODER TIME!
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“People learn best 
when they’re active, 
when they’re 
engaged rather 
than distracted, 
when it’s socially 
interactive, and 
when it’s joyful.”

— Dr. Kathy Hirsh-Pasek
Professor of Psychology  
Temple University

An important part  
of learning is  

playing well with others.

DECODER TIME!

— Continues on page 06

Learning to play well with others may be a bit of wisdom 
that goes back to kindergarten. However, it still applies 
to grown-ups, and The DoSeum and San Antonio 
Independent School District (SAISD) are putting this 
into practice. This innovative partnership, referred to 
as ‘Master Teacher Professional Development’, is nothing 
short of transformative in the way teachers teach, and 
how it helps students perform at higher levels.
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SAISD is in the process of redefining excellence for all 
students so that they graduate and are well-prepared for 
success in college and career, which begins in elementary 
school. They feel empowered and equipped to pursue 
their dreams because they have received an education 
that encourages them to reach their maximum potential. 
This happens because the level of teaching they receive is 
exceptional. They are being educated by Master Teachers, 
who are trained through The DoSeum.

What are Master Teachers (MTs), exactly?
They embrace innovation, are capable team players, 
demonstrate a growth mindset, work collaboratively to 
maximize student potential, and have a strong desire to 
continuously improve their own teaching skills. 

In the summer of 2017, the SAISD-DoSeum 
Master Teacher partnership really took off. 
175 Master Teachers were hired at the elementary school 
level, and The DoSeum Senior Educator Team:

• Led a 16-hour foundational training. This included 
Engineering is Elementary (EiE), a curriculum from 
The Museum of Science, Boston. This training was 
provided to MTs and 11 Implementation Specialists. 
(Implementation Specialists work on specific campuses 
and offer ongoing coaching and guidance to MTs).

• Provided MTs with the opportunity to design a DoSeum 
Field Experience and bring their students to The DoSeum 
in the Fall. Our Senior Education Team observed these 
Field Experiences in order to provide feedback and 
develop ongoing training based on what they needed.

• Engaged over 30 MTs in professional development 
sessions during SAISD EPIC Saturdays. These were  
based on the curriculum, the Institute for Inquiry  
from the Exploratorium. 

• Observed MTs in their campus environment to provide 
ongoing training and support during the school year.

• Currently facilitating the 2018 MT Spring and Summer 
practicum, MTs will take part in a design challenge to 
enhance a lesson from an EiE unit, which they, in turn,  
will teach during camp week. 

What results when The DoSeum and SAISD  
join forces? Teachers who master the joys  
of playing and learning. 
Gladys Hernández, a DoSeum Senior Educator, creates and 
facilitates dynamic professional development grounded in 
theory, research and best practices. Her work supports 
and inspires fellow educators in their implementation of 
STEM, literacy and inquiry-based education. 

Her work at The DoSeum has impacted her appreciation  
of what teaching excellence can accomplish as 
demonstrated by her work with MTs:

• “The DoSeum and SAISD believe in educational equity. The 
Master Teacher partnership is concrete evidence of this. 
Kids from disadvantaged backgrounds find out that The 
DoSeum is for them, too! That hits close to home because 
I came from an underserved community myself.”

• “I remember this one experience that’s very meaningful 
to me. I went into a fifth grade classroom to observe 
a Master Teacher. She was walking around, checking 
in with the student teams, who were working on an 

Field trips are nationally 
recognized as essential 
moments in learning. 
 — NATIONAL SCIENCE TEACHER ASSOCIATION

interdisciplinary presentation. I realized that she had 
turned 9 and 10-year-old students into researchers 
and knowledge sharers. They were so involved in joyful 
learning and discovery. This innovative way of teaching 
allowed them to make meaning for themselves, rather 
than a teacher just lecturing.”

The visionary SAISD Superintendent  
who partnered with The DoSeum  
to turn teachers into Masters. 
Pedro Martinez became the Superintendent of the  
San Antonio Independent School District around the same 
time that The DoSeum opened. From the beginning, he’s 
been a driving force in the partnership between SAISD 
and The DoSeum. He sees it as a valuable way to lift 
up the school district he oversees. In 2017 alone, over 
3,500 students in SAISD have benefited directly from  
this partnership, and this is only the beginning. 

The need is very real. More than 92% of students in SAISD 
live in poverty and more than 97% are Latino or African 
American,  which these groups historically lack access 
to quality STEM education (The Rivard Report). SAISD has 
made some gains; the graduation rate is improving: as 
of the 2016-2017 school year, it had an 85% graduation 
rate (SAISD State of the District, 2018). We all acknowledge 
that there is still work ahead. This is why The DoSeum 

and SAISD are partnering to create readily-available 
opportunities for playing and learning to every child in  
the area. We are determined to do all we can to make 
changes for the better. Pedro is very focused on this,  
and his priorities are clear:

• “The DoSeum is tailoring training to our specific needs, 
and the exposure to STEM education is exciting our 
children about the possibilities for their lives and futures. 
This is essential; it’s a specific step in how we’re going to 
make a difference with our students and to San Antonio.” 

• “As we train those Master Teachers, we’re also working 
with The DoSeum to figure out ways to increase access 
to STEM education for our children. We’re approaching 
the issue of access with both creativity and practicality.”

• “The coding classes and the exposure to technology are 
some things that were not available to me when I was 
growing up. I would have loved access to them earlier in 
life. I didn’t get that until high school, so I really appreciate 
and value what our younger students are getting. We all 
want our children to have better lives and better futures; 
this is an excellent way to make that happen.” 

• “Giving underserved students more access to the resources 
of The DoSeum is working. It’s such a valuable asset. 
They’re doing a good job reaching out to the community. 
At SAISD, we recognize and applaud them for this.”

Gladys Hernández (pictured far right) and a group of teachers admire some STEM projects. These teachers 
are part of the Master Teacher program supported by The DoSeum and SAISD partnership.
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For kids, learning 
to play and 
playing to learn 
is natural. It isn’t 
rocket science. 
But then again,  
it could certainly 
lead to that!

How we reached out  
and added the learning back 

into summertime playing.

DECODER TIME!

— Continues on page 10

For children, learning is a natural and inherent part of playing. 
That’s why The DoSeum empowers kids to make the most 
of their summer vacation free time. It also serves to combat 
‘summer learning loss’ (sometimes called ‘summer slide’). 
This is the tendency of kids to forget some of what they’ve 
learned during the school year. Keeping their minds active 
helps them retain what they’ve already learned and gets  
them ready to absorb new information they’ll receive in  
the new school term.
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How kids were playing and learning their way 
though the summer and into the future.
Summer of Tech was our summer-long learning initiative 
centered on children’s interaction with technology and 
how they can use it to positively impact their lives. It was 
aimed at bringing coding, design, robotics and art to life, 
and igniting a passion for technology in the hearts and 
minds of San Antonio children. It allowed them to develop 
skills, awareness, and digital literacy. Summer of Tech 
also helped fill a large gap in summer learning programs. 
Reading programs are common in summertime, but STEM 
summer programs are not, so a real need was fulfilled. 

This important initiative was undertaken with the generous 
aid, enthusiasm, and support of USAA and the City of 
San Antonio’s Department of Arts and Culture. They both 
immediately grasped what it meant for the future of  
San Antonio’s children, as well as for the city’s future 
economy and workforce. We are very grateful to them  
for helping us achieve this major accomplishment. 

The Summer of Tech had several components. One of them 
was a hands-on exhibit called digiPlaySpace, which was 
highly responsive and technology-focused. It attracted a 
large crowd: 68,637 players and learners showed up to 
have what was an exciting and educational experience.

Another highlight was a one-day Tech Fair. This innovative 
event brought together kid coders and local tech leaders 
and innovators to learn from each other and showcase 
their personal ideas and designs. Two lectures on tech 
and safety for kids and healthy technology practices  
were also available for parents. 

One of the biggest successes was the Kids Coding 
Challenge. It was part of The DoSeum’s partnership with 

Youth Code Jam, a local nonprofit that offers support for 
children who want to learn how to code or improve their 
skills. The DoSeum Education Team created a series of 
coding challenges, both online and offline, which introduced 
kids to the building blocks of computer programming and 
then challenged them to go beyond them. Participants 
earned interactive GIFs as they completed challenges. 
Even children without access to a computer were able to 
participate by completing offline challenges that taught 
them the basic principles of coding and programming.  
The DoSeum also provided computer access through  
the Computer Help Lab, which was available daily.

The DoSeum Without Walls:  
It’s how we make outreach outstanding. 
Whenever and wherever possible, we made a point of 
taking The DoSeum’s principles of interactive and joyful 
learning to as many kids as possible. Our focus was on 
historically underserved neighborhoods. Along with a 
team of AmeriCorps volunteers, we held programming 
both on- and off-site. Almost 6,500 children participated at 

dozens of local venues, including Parks and Recreation camps, 
YMCA camps, Boys & Girls Club camps, and small independent 
community centers. 

Chris Navarro, The DoSeum’s Director of Public Programs and 
Community Partnerships, was enthusiastic about making our 
outreach efforts effective:

• “During The DoSeum’s Summer of Tech, we did something that’s 
very necessary in today’s world: we provided information to 
support Digital Literacy and Digital Citizenship. There are pros 
and cons to digital technology and the internet. We want kids 
and their parents to use the internet wisely and learn about  
the ethics involved in terms of how you treat others.”

• “There’s nothing more rewarding than watching a child learn 
and discover, and see the moment the light bulb goes on. It’s all 
part of The DoSeum’s quest to foster fruitful, joyful learning. 
It is our mission to provide these experiences to all children in 
San Antonio. This is why our outreach programs are essential.”

• “The DoSeum believes that kids should be empowered to 
learn what they need to learn, in a way that comes naturally. 
What I always observe is that kids will play with something 
their parents had no idea they would ever be interested in. 
The Summer of Tech programs opened the world of digital 
technology to families who take it for granted and to those  
who lack access to technology.”

• “We always try to build on our community partnerships and on 
existing programs in order to maximize our results. We also 
have a passion and focus for outreach; to make the resources 
of The DoSeum accessible to the children throughout the entire 
city. There are schools that do not have access to technology 
programs. An important part of my job at The DoSeum is to find 
ways to level the playing field for kids in every sector of the city.”

A quality science 
curriculum is one that 
extends beyond the walls 
of the classroom.   

 — NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

Since our grand 
opening in 2015...
We’ve looked back at all of our successes, 
and what we’ve concluded was the synergy 
of many things working together:

• 2,600 kids impacted through camps

• 17% of total campers received 
scholarships

• 48,137 kids impacted through  
Field Experiences 

We feel confident that there is so much  
more excitement to come. You can be 
assured that we’re ready and waiting for it!

We welcomed 
our one millionth 
visitor.
We have entertained families from all 
over the world since opening our doors. 
We were thrilled to reach this milestone 
in just our second year of operations. It 
turned out that our ‘one millionth visitor’ 
was actually a group —a military veteran 
family! We joyfully celebrated them with  
a parade of Doers, cupcakes and  
special goodies.
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“Challenge, discovery, 
exploration, novelty, 
pushing one’s limits, 
losing one’s self  
in the activity— 
all elements of  
deep play.”

— Diane Ackerman
Poet, essayist  
and naturalist

Our first Artist In Residence 
has created a way to look 

more, and see more.

DECODER TIME!

— Continues on page 14

Because of the generous support of the City of San Antonio, the 
San Antonio Area Foundation, Texas Women for the Arts, and the 
Elizabeth Huth Coates Foundation, we were able to make a dream 
come true. We wanted to launch a program to coalesce STEM, the 
Arts, Literacy, and the importance that creativity plays in the lives 
of children. We also felt it was essential that the program fulfilled 
the long-range objective of supporting the arts community by 
showcasing the work of artists annually, engaging kids in art,  
and providing art-centered educational opportunities.
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Under the direction of Orlando Graves Bolaños,  
The DoSeum’s Arts Education Manager who developed 
the program, we went through a thoughtful selection 
process. Ultimately, local artist and UTSA professor 
Richard Armendariz was chosen to make his unique 
proposal a reality at The DoSeum. 

Richard’s project, entitled The Dream Keeper, brought to 
life the visions of an instructive, fable-like narrative that 
took place in an interactive childhood bedroom. 

“My goal was to highlight our strengths as individuals and 
how that can be a powerful learning tool for young kids,” 
said Richard, “I wanted to show kids that there’s value in 
their individuality.”

For his installation, he created an over-sized childhood 
bedroom tent through a sheet tunnel that led guests to 
a magical forest. There, they participated in a culturally 
relevant, universal story that was projected inside.

The DoSeum believes that art has a way of opening hearts, minds, and eyes in kids of all ages. This photo captures a dreamlike moment 
in the magical forest that Artist In Residence Richard Armendariz created for The DoSeum. The imaginations of these children are 
transporting them on a wondrous adventure. Along the way, they’re learning about the world around them and  their possible futures in it.

It was an experience that connected equally with both parents 
and children. Virtually everyone has childhood memories of 
fabricating tents and forts using tablecloths and sheets draped 
over tables or between beds. It took us back to a place of low-
tech, analog play where imagination could transport us anywhere. 
It was a ‘space of dreams’ where children relaxed and enjoyed the 
experience both as spectators and as protagonists. 

We are very grateful to have been part of Richard’s creative 
journey and pleased to have enhanced it with a variety of 
programming and events that worked in conjunction with it.  
We truly look forward to working with the Artists in Residence  
to come.

Remembering a remarkable woman.
Betty Kelso was an avid supporter and patron of the arts in the 
community. Through her mother’s foundation, the Elizabeth Huth 
Coates Foundation, she generously supported The DoSeum for 
over a decade. 

Her life was one of energy and love for her family and community. 
Betty’s laughter could be heard far and wide and her love for life 
was known by all. We’ll remember her and smile. 

Art is an extremely  
important part of one’s  
life. It’s food for the soul. 
 — BETTY KELSO

When it comes to 
Maker-Centered 
Learning, it’s all 
child’s play!
Our Maker-Centered Workshops are 
inspired by children’s natural tendency 
to explore and to figure things out 
while having lots of fun. The program 
is about developing a sense of ‘maker 
empowerment’. Our goal is to invite 
kids to give themselves permission to 
experiment and try things for the first 
time, and to feel that “I can do that!” We 
help kids learn that they have choices, 
can act with intention, and fully be —and 
participate in —the world around them.

Maker-Centered Learning guides kids to 
understand that there is always more to 
see in the world. It helps them develop an 
acuteness to design and the dimensions 
of objects and systems. The goal of our 
workshop is to help guide kids to explore 
all of this in greater depth. 

At The DoSeum, we encourage them to 
dig deeper and explore more about this 
not-always-obvious world. Our goal is to 
help them delve into things like  
parts, purposes, complexities,  
people, interactions, thinking,  
feeling, and caring. It’s all  
about helping them slow  
down and closely observe  
an object or system. 

Ultimately, the more they look,  
the more they see.
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— Continues on page 18

STEM Teacher Cohort: 
Teachers training teachers  

to teach learning  
through playing. 

DECODER TIME!

Thanks to the generous support of USAA, The DoSeum 
offers a yearlong professional development initiative we 
call the STEM Teacher Cohort. It’s a program aimed at 
increasing the quality and quantity of teachers in area 
schools who have expertise in STEM curriculum. 

THE SCIENCE OF PLAYING:

Several studies 
reveal a link 
between play—
particularly 
symbolic “let’s 
pretend”—and  
the development 
of language  
skills. 
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Our STEM Teacher Cohort (STC) spent the spring months 
participating in a series of professional development 
workshops. These were centered on the nationally 
recognized engineering curriculum for young children 
known as Engineering is Elementary (EiE). This curriculum 
equips elementary educators with engaging, simple  
STEM-based activities and evaluation tools. 

Over the summer, our STC dedicated two weeks to a 
DoSeum-based summer camp practicum. The first week 
was spent focusing on the EiE materials, and the second 
week they served as observers and evaluators for their 
fellow Cohort members.

Cohort members met monthly for additional professional 
development workshops that were hands-on and high-
impact. They also continued to share what they learned 
with enthusiasm. For example, all Cohort members had 
hands on interactive booths at our September STEMtastics 
event. This was a one-night community-wide professional 
development opportunity with over 100 educators in 
attendance. The Cohort educators led participants in 
learning easily duplicated STEM activities. They were 
also able to engage in conversations dispelling ‘myths’ 
about teaching STEM. One example of such a myth is that 
you must have a lot of time and a big budget to do STEM 
activities; the STEMtastics activities proved otherwise. 

As we look back on 2017, we can take special pride in our 
latest group of STC graduates. We know that they’ll take 
what they’ve learned and pass it on to both students  
and teachers, year after year.

The woman in charge of our STEM Teacher 
Cohort program knows how to inspire,  
mentor, and encourage growth.
Dr. Vanessa Westbrook designed, developed, and 
implemented our STEM program. She represents  
The DoSeum’s approach that encourages teachers to  
think creatively and try new methods and techniques. 

Vanessa is a scientist, an engineer, and an educator, so it’s 
obvious that she has great expertise and knowledge in her 
field. But what she also offers is her ability to mentor 

with extraordinary results. She is passionate and makes 
it clear that she believes in her STC’s potential to achieve 
and thrive. She starts by teaching them how to believe in 
themselves. Here are a few of her thoughts about her  
role at The DoSeum: 

• “An effective way to teach is to put the learner in  
charge of the learning. Some parents expect step-
by-step instruction. But kids do the best and fastest 
learning by self-exploring. It works when you raise  
their expectations of themselves to be able to do  
things for themselves.”

• “I think The DoSeum is a true place of science.  
I want us to get better and better at teaching 
these principles.”

• “Mentoring teachers is so important. It inspires them  
to reach for and bring out the best in themselves.  
That’s exactly what their students need.”

• “What I really love about the kids at The DoSeum is 
watching them confront something new and unknown 
to them. If a child asks me what something is or what 
something does, I ask them, ‘Well, what do you think it 
is? What do you think it does?’ That gets them thinking 
and tinkering and trying to figure it out; that’s when  
they really start learning!”

94% of STEM Teacher 
Cohorts view The DoSeum 
as an essential resource 
for their development.   

 — DOSEUM STEM TEACHER COHORT SURVEY

Dr. Vanessa Westbrook (center of upper left photo and center of lower 
right photo) is responsible for the success of The DoSeum’s STEM 
Teacher Cohort program. Her mentoring and passion for helping 
students and teachers on the rise is both inspiring and joyous to all.
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Our secret formula:  
Mix connectors, innovators, 
influencers, and visionaries 

together and watch  
what happens.

DECODER TIME!

Once a year, for the last eight years, we have hosted 
an extraordinary guest speaker at what we call the 
‘Outside the Lunchbox Luncheon’. Then we watch the 
magic, energy and ideas take on a life of their own.

Interactions with 
technology and 
media should 
be playful and 
support creativity, 
exploration, pretend 
play, active play, and 
outdoor activities.

—  National Association
for the Education of 
Young Children
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On September 29, 2017, we welcomed technology and social 
media expert Randi Zuckerberg as our featured speaker. 
The former Facebook executive (and sister of the venture’s 
co-founder and CEO Mark Zuckerberg) discussed how the 
tools of technology can be integrated into children’s lives 
to help them thrive. She spoke from both professional  
and personal experience. 

Since leaving Facebook in 2011, Randi has become a 
recognized author, talk-show radio host, and founder/ 
CEO of Zuckerberg Media, a tech-savvy boutique 
marketing and production agency. She is also the  
mother of two, so she spoke from a grounded,  
reality-based perspective of a parent.

The message of her talk was clear and  
very relevant to all of us: the importance  
of finding balance between technology  
and the real world. 
Randi said, “We have at our disposal incredible 
communication devices, but we seem to forget how to 
communicate with one another.” Randi believes that the 
natural world and technology are not mutually exclusive. 
We share her point of view, and it underlined that our  
goal of helping children prepare to face the challenges  
of the 21st century is worth all the effort. We also want  
to start a larger discussion on how we can improve the  
cross-section of education and technology. 

There’s a wise proverb: ‘If you want something 
to get done, ask busy people to do it.’ Here are 
the people who really came through for us. 
Two very special moms who pulled off a successful  
and informative special event.
We can’t possibly thank these two women enough!  
Outside the Lunchbox Luncheon (OLL) Co-Chairs Sara 
Brouillard and Meredith Michelson, stepped up and 
made OLL happen. Plus, they did it with a combination of 
impeccable organization and great style. Both are busy, 

involved moms, but they both knew this conversation was 
critical to our community. We want them to know that they 
made a difference. 

Suzanne Goudge was the epitome of ‘executive’  
and ‘mom’ when we really needed one.
Not only was she the Board Chair throughout our CEO 
transition and search, she’s also thoughtful, strategic and 
the consummate “people connector”. We have her to thank 
for bringing together the dynamic duo to Co-Chair OLL; 
her very own daughter Sara and good friend Meredith. 

There are some other things you should know about 
Suzanne. She is the ultimate ‘busy person’—ask anybody 
who has come in contact with this one-woman energy 
generator. As a mother of four and a grandmother of eight, 
The DoSeum is a place with a mission that Suzanne truly 
believes in. Here are some comments on her involvement 
with The DoSeum: 

• “My grandmother was a kindergarten teacher. She took 
me to museums all the time when I was a child. My 
mom and my dad supported education because it helps 
better the community in all sorts of ways. I learned 
from them and pass on what they taught me.”

• “I got involved with The DoSeum because I believe in 
its vision and what it’s trying to do, especially in STEM 
education. It truly has the support of the community; 
it’s what makes me—and all of us—feel good and feel 
proud of what we’re doing. It’s the right thing for all  
kids in San Antonio.”

• “When I first got involved at The DoSeum, I didn’t have 
grandchildren, but now I do. They love everything about 
this place and want to show me their favorite parts.”

• “The DoSeum has a heart for children; we try to do our 
very best for them, we want to make a difference. Every 
time I walk through this place, I see happy faces; I see 
imagination coming out; I see wonderful possibilities  
for their futures.”

Combine tech industry experience and a belief in  
STEM education. Here’s who you get:
Jeff Galt, The DoSeum’s 2018 Board Chairman, has long 
been part of tech-related industries, so he and his wife, 
Jana, were great supporters of this conversation by  
being Presenting Sponsors of OLL. 

When asked about The DoSeum’s STEM approach, Jeff 
explained it this way, “Jana and I have four kids and five 
grandchildren, and we believe that education is critical 
to their success. Through my time at Harcourt, I got very 
interested in public education, the school drop-out issue, 
and the cost to society and to the individual. I believe that 
The DoSeum is part of the solution to a foundation of 
excellent education.”

U.S. workforce needs 
1 million more STEM 
professionals than it  
can produce.  
 — U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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96% of parents 
consider The DoSeum 
to be an essential 
educational resource 
for their child(ren).

— Early Childhood Enrollment survey

“Leadership is not a 
position or a title. It is 
action and example.”
OUR SINCERE THANKS TO  
JULIE HULS FOR EXEMPLIFYING  
THIS TRUTH.

Julie joined us as the Senior Vice President 
of Strategy and Planning during our first year 
of operation. Her position included cultivating 
business and community relationships, 
implementing strategic initiatives, and  
leading museum operations.

Then, Julie was asked to also take on the 
added responsibilities of Interim CEO. We 
know this wasn’t easy to do, but she took on 
the heavy demands of the position head on. 
Julie never missed a beat, and because of 
her leadership, The DoSeum kept functioning 
smoothly and moving forward. We consider 
ourselves very fortunate that we were under 
Julie’s vigilant watch, and we are in awe of 
her. We will always be beyond grateful.

YEAR IN REVIEW

The DoSeum and  
Hurricane Harvey 
victims
San Antonio became the temporary 
home for many of those who had 
to flee the devastating effects of 
Hurricane Harvey on our Gulf Coast. 
In response to the children and 
their families who were temporarily 
displaced here, many with limited 
resources, The DoSeum offered 
free admission to 2,916 individuals.

We offered our support to guests 
from Houston, the Coastal Bend 
region, and surrounding areas, as 
well as to members of the Children’s 
Museum of Houston and Thinkery!

407,855 40,000
7,434

14,367
9,774

1,932

198
13,991

visited The DoSeum

active duty military and their families

HOSTED 
CLOSE TO

became or maintained
their memberships

kids benefitted from 
outreach programs

total volunteering hours

volunteered at The DoSeum

Field Experiences

kids attended  
Field Experiences

100% of teachers 
believed their 
students 
demonstrated 
problem solving 
skills during their 
Field Experience.

— Field Experience survey

92% of teachers consider The DoSeum 
to be an essential educational resource 
for their students.

— Field Experience survey

THE SCIENCE  
OF PLAYING:

Most play 
involves 
exploration. 
Exploration 
by definition 
is an act of 
investigation.

A message to 
parents and 
grandparents: 
You’ll have fun 
playing and 
learning here 
too. Let your little 
ones help you 
remember how 
much fun being  
a kid can be.

DECODER TIME!

DECODER TIME!

832 152

112

kids attended  
camps

campers received 
scholarships

schools received 
scholarships

100% of kids were 
proud of what they 
created during a 
Maker Workshop.

— Maker Workshops survey

56
participated in the Little Doers Preschool
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You have our deepest, sincerest, gratitude and appreciation. 
We want you to know what we know: that every child who 
walks through our doors to play and learn gets to do that 
because of your generous support. That’s just a fact and 
a reality; we can offer all that we do for children and their 
families only because of you. 

Our hearts are full, knowing that there are people like you 
who care about children as much as we do. Thank you for 
proving it with your actions.

If you’re reading this,  
then it’s because you deserve  

a great big THANK YOU.

DECODER TIME!

Science has shown 
that focusing on 
gratitude as a  
skill set during 
early development 
in a child’s life  
can help make 
positive impacts.

— Department of Psychology 
and Neuroscience, College of 
Arts & Sciences - University 
of North Carolina
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2017 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
BOARD CHAIR
Suzanne Goudge 

VICE CHAIR
Jeff Galt 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Michael Barry

Michael O’Donnell

Megan Rooney

Kirstin Silberschlag

Amy Sondergeld

BOARD MEMBERS  
AT-LARGE

Jean Alexander

Frank Almaraz

Carla Brozovich

Ty Edwards

Mark Garcia

Fred Labatt

Kim Lewis

Emilie Petty

Anne Rochelle

Tinsley Smith

Julia Troy

Tracy Watts

INTERIM CEO

Julie Huls

INNOVATORS 
County of Bexar

Charles Butt

City of San Antonio

John and Bobbie Nau

USAA

Graham and Elizabeth Weston

The Zachry Foundation

Zachry Construction Corporation

INVENTORS 
Andeavor

Randy and Michele Cadwallader

Charity Ball Association

Elizabeth Huth Coates  
Charitable Foundation

CPS Energy

Eleanor Crook

Jeffery and Jana Galt

The Greehey Family Foundation

C.H. Guenther & Son, Inc.

H-E-B Grocery Company

J.R. and Joanie Hurd

Jefferson Bank

Kaye Lenox

Kimberly Lewis

The Harvey E. Najim  
Family Foundation

Myra Stafford Pryor Charitable Trust

San Antonio Area Foundation

San Antonio River Authority

Spoetzl Brewery, Inc.

The Tobin Endowment

Valero Energy Foundation

Wave Healthcare, LLC

Dela Wright White Charitable Trust

BUILDERS
Bank of America - Museums on Us

Bank of America  
Charitable Foundation

Bolner’s Fiesta Spices

Broadway Bank

John and Carla Brozovich

Faye L. and William L. Cowden 
Charitable Foundation

Dickson-Allen Foundation

Embrey Partners, LTD

John and Rita Feik

Frost Bank

Frost Bank Charitable Foundation

Evans and Esther George

Good Time Charlie’s

Jimmy and Suzanne Goudge

Brandon and Triana Grossman

Guido Construction Company

Curtis and Kathleen Gunn

Gunn Family Foundation

Harrison Charitable Fund

Herrmann Family  
Charitable Foundation

Ronald and Karen Herrmann

Hixon Properties Incorporated

William Knox Holt Foundation

The Nancy Smith Hurd Foundation

Institute of Museum &  
Library Services

KSL Resources

Luther King Capital Management

Malitz Construction, Inc.

Mays Family Foundation

McGuire Family Foundation

The Minor Family Giving Fund

Mission Park Funeral Chapels  
and Cemeteries

Lew and Laura Moorman

National Christian Foundation

Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP

NuStar Foundation

L.D. Ormsby Charitable  
Foundation, Inc.

Christopher Pettit

Phyllis Browning Company

Rosemary’s Catering

Russell Reynolds Research Firm

San Antonio Regional Public PK-12 
Education Forum

Spurs Sports & Entertainment

Karen Stiefel

Tech3 Business Systems

Texas Cavaliers

Rad and Ashley Weaver

Wells Fargo

Whataburger

George and Barbara Williams

Mark and Jane Williams

David and Karen Lee Zachry

Roger L. & Laura D. Zeller  
Charitable Foundation

CONNECTORS
1797 Creative

Aerial Horizon

Clyde and Jean Alexander

Frank and Christine Almaraz

Joe and Kathy Babb

Bill and Emilie Baine

The Bank of San Antonio

Michael and Lee Barry

Bell Papel, LLC

Lynne Bolinger

Craig and Elise Boyan

Jeff and Sara Brouillard

The Brown Foundation, Inc.

Wade and Lisa Caldwell

Richard and April Carnahan

Charles and Nancy Cheever

Anthony and Allyson Cochet

Dahill Office Technology Corporation

Kurt and Susan Daum

Ty and Colette Edwards

Robert and Dain Franks

Fremonti Coffee

David and Avery Gard

Julian Gold

Steven and Carmen Goldberg

Chris and Brooks Hagee

Beth Hair

Will and Susan Hausser

Jay and Kay Heizer

George and Karen Hixon

Peter John and Lauren Kate Holt

Hornberger Fuller &  
Garza Incorporated

Cliff and Vanessa Hurd

Morriss and Erin Hurt

Rachel Irvin

Robert and Catherine Jones

Joan & Herb Kelleher  
Charitable Foundation

Daniel and Rebecca Kurokawa

Langley & Banack, Inc.

Terry Lewis

Michael and Kathy MacNaughton

David and Amelita Mauzé

Sergio and Ana Leah Montemayor

Luke Girdley and Celina Montoya

Moretti’s Fine Jewelry

Judith Morton

Mulberry Canyon Associates, LLC

Scott and Rebecca Nathan

Michael and Laura O’Donnell

Omni La Mansion del Rio Hotel

The Harris K. & Lois G.  
Oppenheimer Foundation 
 

2017 Acknowledgments
Gifts from January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017

FUN PLAY FACT:

Slinkies not only 
make fun toys, 
they are also great 
for doing physics 
and engineering 
activities.

DECODER TIME!
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TopGolf

Elaine Turner

Ultimate Auto Detailing

United Way of San Antonio

University of Texas at San Antonio

Megan Valdez

Mike and Betty Venson

Mark and Ellen Weinstein

Kimberly Witt

Peter and Julie Zacher

Linda Zamorano

Pete and Melissa Shepherd

Silver Eagle Distributors

Sloan Hall

Sloan PLLC

Southwest Research Institute

Spring Garden Flower Shop

Carolyn and Tom Spurgeon

Sam and Megan Steves

Blair and Sheryl Stouffer

Joe and Julie Straus

Daniel J. Sullivan Family  
Charitable Foundation

2017 CIRCLES 
SOCIETY
SHAKERS
Frank and Christine Almaraz
Michael and Lee Barry
Jeff and Sara Brouillard
John and Carla Brozovich
Daniel and Erica Dabrieo
Kurt and Susan Daum
Jeff and Jana Galt
Jimmy and Suzanne Goudge
Robert and Catherine Jones
Daniel Kurokawa
Terry Lewis
Michael and Laura O’Donnell
Christopher and Emilie Petty
Chad and Tinsley Smith
Richard and Suzanne Wade
George and Barbara Williams

MOVERS
Elton and Leslie George
Fred Poordad and Judy Kim

DOERS
Benjamin and Jules Bigelow
Aerie Brown
Mark and Patricia Cecconi
Anjly Desai
Arlene Dryer
David and Jayne Gordon
Shail Govani
Vangie Hoover
Porter and Lynn Loring
David and Cecile McAllister
Luke Girdley and Celina Montoya
Orlando and Kelly Morales
Raymond and Elizabeth Morrow
Julia Norton-Keidel
Jeff and Jan Ramert
Pete and Melissa Shepherd
Grace Smith
Marshall and Jane Steves
Michael and Julia Troy
Mark and Ellen Weinstein
Kimberly Witt
Peter and Julie Zacher
Linda Zamorano

The Jesse H. Oppenheimer & Susan 
Oppenheimer Foundation

Christopher and Emilie Petty

Karl Pichler

Presidio Title

R.L. Worth & Associates

J.B. and Corinna Richter

Jeff and Anne Rochelle

William and Megan Rooney

Barry and Debbi Rothschild

Daniel and Erica Dabrieo

San Antonio Our Kids Magazine

San Antonio Water System

Richard and Jenny Schimpff

Pete and Jocelyn Selig

Antonio and Daniela Serna

Luke Bovenzi and  
Kirstin Silberschlag

Silver & Black Give Back Foundation

Silver Eagle Distributors  
Charitable Fund

Bruce and Gail Smith

Chad and Tinsley Smith

Amy Sondergeld

South Texas Money  
Management, LTD

Southwest Airlines Co.

Marshall and Jane Steves

Steve and Elizabeth Swanson

Texas Capital Bank

Michael and Julia Troy

Voya Financial

Richard and Suzanne Wade

Michele Walsh

Wells Fargo Foundation

Williams-Chadwick Family 
Charitable Fund 

Wortham Insurance, Risk 
Management & Benefits

Barbara Wood

Bill and Jeanie Wyatt

Richey and Joan Wyatt

Zachry Group

EDUCATORS 
5150 Productions

Argonaut Management Services, Inc.

Ann Ash

Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund

John Seidefeld and Mary Barad

Madhavi Beeram

Benjamin and Jules Bigelow

Greg and Lindsay Bolner

Jeffrey and Kathleen Bolner

Boulder Contracting Company, Inc.

Aerie Brown

John and Lauren Browning

Charles and Ann Bunn

Alan and Carrie Catalani

Catto & Catto LLP

Mark and Patricia Cecconi

Chamoy Creative, LLC

Chad and Hillary Conrey

Rajiv Rajani and Anjly Desai

Arlene Dryer

Carrie Dyer

Euclid Media Group LLC  
San Antonio Current

Falcon Trading Company, Inc.

Kellie Fichter

Foresters Financial Services, Inc.

Mark and Amy Garcia

Elton and Leslie George

Michael Piesman and  
Elizabeth Glazier

Stephen and Victoria Goebel

David and Jayne Gordon

Shail Govani

James and CeCe Griffin

Helen Groves

Jeff and Katie Harvey

Junji and Nancy Higuchi

Mitch Hill

George and Yvonne Hilliard

Carl Holshouser

William Holshouser

Vangie Hoover

Charles and Janet Hornberger

Laura Ivaldi

Johnny Johnson

Fred Poordad and Judy Kim

Tom and Leslie Kingman

Richard and Olive Anne Kleberg

Blair and Barbara Labatt

Lisa Jimenez

Porter and Lynn Loring

Losoya Industries, LLC

Kirk and Lisa Mason

David and Cecile McAllister

Orlando and Kelly Morales

Raymond and Elizabeth Morrow

McCann and Margye Northington

Julia Norton-Keidel

Parish Photography

Robert and Ann Parker

Jane Powell

The Prestigious Mark

Jeff and Jan Ramert

Refer MD

Deanna Rickabaugh

Douglas and Cynthia Robinson

Benjamin Rode

Johnny and Ruth Russell

Frank and Jennifer Sammis

Sara Walker Private Events

Trebes and Laura Sasser

SeaWorld San Antonio

DECODER TIME!

THE SCIENCE  
OF PLAYING:

There is strong 
evidence that play 
promotes creative 
problem-solving.
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 Program*

 Management and General

 Fundraising

 Contribution Revenue

 Special Events

 Earned Revenue*

San Antonio Children’s Museum dba The DoSeum

Combined Statements of Financial Position

DECODER TIME!

George Bernard Shaw:  
“We don’t stop playing 
because we grow old; 
we grow old because 
we stop playing.”

The DoSeum:  
The way we’re always 
playing and learning, 
it looks like we’ll be 
young (at heart) forever! 

2017 REVENUE SOURCES

2017 MISSION DELIVERY

*  Earned revenue includes admissions, 
memberships, birthday parties, museum  
store sales, and other income.

*  Programming includes outreach, 
exhibits, and educational programs.

December 31 2017 2016

Assets

Cash and cash equivalents $1,321,237 $1,595,028

Accounts receivable 152,409 212,123

Inventory 165,884 173,429

Prepaid expenses 29,498 38,333

Investments 6,683,467 5,885,123

Pledges receivable restricted, net 1,755,095 2,415,011

Note receivable 7,063,000 7,063,000

Restricted cash 4,115,989 3,442,094

Property & equipment, net 39,586,797 41,459,377

Artwork 48,200 48,200

Total Assets $60,921,576 $62,331,718

Liabilities

Accounts payable

Trade $187,609 $301,671

Accrued liabilities 157,225 112,693

Deferred revenue 555,286 504,204

Notes payable 9,700,000 9,700,000

Total Liabilities $10,600,120 $10,618,568

Net Assets

Unrestricted

Operating $7,247,418 $6,605,005

Land, building, equipment & artwork 36,997,997 38,870,577

Board designated 538,594 538,594

Total unrestricted 44,784,009 46,014,176

Temporarily restricted 4,394,447 4,555,974

Permanently restricted 1,143,000 1,143,000

Total Net Assets $50,321,456 $51,713,150

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $60,921,576 $62,331,718

19%

6%

75%

4%8%

88%
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