
GAMEGAME



It’s elusive and slippery. It’s hard to define and even harder to achieve, but it’s really 
easy to spot a game-changer when you see it. Even better, everyone can encounter 
that phenomenon in action, nanosecond-by-nanosecond, at The DoSeum.

It’s a whole lot of fun to watch too. Plus you’ll be able to take part in the fun, 
because this year’s Annual Report includes an actual board game!  
Just turn to the centerfold to find it. It’s called ALL SYSTEMS GO!

When you play it, you’ll get a tiny taste of the very large experience of  
The DoSeum’s joyful, playful, innovative spirit. Think of it as going on a  
way-WAY-beyond-ordinary field trip that’s wrapped in an adventure  
integrated with imagination and immersed in the future. 

Simply put, The DoSeum is the best place in town for kids to think,  
laugh, learn, and play right into all their tomorrows ahead.

Ready? Set? Get your game on!
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FOREWORD BY 
DAN MENELLY, 
CEO

DEAR FRIENDS OF THE DOSEUM,
In 2018, The DoSeum team focused on frontier thinking 
and doing. It was a busy year, and we anticipate the next 
one will be, too! We continue to evolve, making the best 
use of your support, and responding to the needs of our 
community in creative and innovative ways.

In June, we unveiled our first in-house exhibition, 
Dream Tomorrow Today, where we asked children  
to shape their future. This massive endeavor inspired 
by San Antonio’s tricentennial presented exciting 
technologies for learning and play, including a layer 
of augmented reality uniquely developed for young 
learners. I’m proud to say that 134,000 little visitors 
explored design thinking and futurism. 

Dream Tomorrow Today also inspired peers in the larger 
field of experience design. The Association of Science  
Technology Centers’ (ASTC) annual conference featured 
workshops on our exhibit as an example for other 
museums. Similarly, South by Southwest’s Education 
Conference featured the Dream Tomorrow Today City Lab 
App among other exploratory educational tools presented 
in this exciting setting. These and other recognitions are 
testaments to our team’s legacy of innovation. 

Another milestone: The DoSeum began offering reduced 
admission fees to guests on public assistance. We are 
proud to be the first museum in the city to partner with 
the Museums for All program, helping to democratize 
access to these special experiences. 

In other ways, we expanded our scope to build community 
and to be an agent of change. Under new leadership we 
grew our education programming, piloting our first 
dual-language camp. Thanks to our Board members and 
advancement team, we received unprecedented support, 
including The DoSeum’s first education endowment  
and a growing roster of exciting corporate and  
philanthropic partners. 

Looking towards the horizon, we are eager to advance 
our work as a nationally-renowned institution operating  
at the nexus of formal and informal learning. 

A few things will always be the same, though. One, our 
hope that each child who comes through our doors will 
be inspired by what they find. And two, our team’s deep 
appreciation for your support. Thank you for your ongoing 
commitment to joyful learning, hands-on discovery, 
exploration, and creativity at San Antonio’s center  
for fully-exploratory early learning, The DoSeum.

To 2019 and beyond. Let’s keep doing.

 Dan Menelly, 
 CEO, The DoSeum 
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WHAT HAPPENS  
WHEN KIDS GO ON A DOSEUM  
‘FIELD EXPERIENCE’?
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Each Field Experience begins long before students 
board the bus. It also extends well beyond the Field 
Experience itself. It’s cohesive, it’s high-impact, and  
it makes learning a pure pleasure for everyone!  
Here’s how it works: 

 STEP 1
Prior to students coming to The DoSeum, we work with 
teachers to provide activities that connect what students 
are learning in the classroom to the Field Experience.

 STEP 2 
Next, students are guided through an exploration of 
one or more of our major exhibition galleries. This 
exploration is linked to themes developed by The 
DoSeum and selected by the teacher. The themes are 
customized for age groups and include learning that 
spans STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math), the arts, and literacy.

 STEP 3
Every Field Experience is ‘hands-on’ and fully interactive. 
It is packed with activities, investigations, and discoveries. 
It engages kids at every point. Their teachers and aides  
get caught up in the fun too! The DoSeum is not a 
traditional “look but don’t touch” museum. For kids,  
it’s really the ultimate place to stretch both their  
minds and bodies!

 STEP 4
The learning doesn’t stop after the Field Experience  
is over. The DoSeum provides teachers with activities  
to use in the classroom that are designed to build on  
the Field Experience.

Ideas start flying and swooping around. Eyes open wide and light up. 
Questions, laughter, and busy little minds hum and whirl at  
full-throttle-hyper-speed. It becomes oh-so-obvious that this  
is what total immersion in joyful learning looks like.

THE TERM ‘FIELD TRIP’  
IS SIMPLY TOO LIMITING AND  
TOO MUCH OF AN UNDERSTATEMENT 
FOR WHAT THE DOSEUM PROVIDES. 
OUR FIELD EXPERIENCES ARE TRULY 
EDUCATIONAL GAMER-CHANGERS.
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What fields of study are covered  
in a Field Experience?
You’d be amazed at how many there are, and what a wide 
variety of STEM topics they cover! There’s simply not 
enough room in this Annual Report to go into each one. 

Grades K-2: ENERGY EXPLORERS /  
Grades 3-5: ENERGEERS AT WORK
Kids get to experience energy in action! 
They complete challenges that engage 
them in the process of discovering how 
energy affects different objects, exists 

in many forms and is a part of everyday life. As an example, 
third to fifth-graders team up and create a large Rube 
Goldberg machine! Yes, the result is as fun as it sounds! 

Grades K-2: COLOR JOURNEY /  
Grades 3-5: COLOR CONNECTIONS
This Field Experience involves workshop 
activities that combine the sheer joy of  
painting with exploring color. Kids dive  
into watercolor investigations that 

highlight primary and secondary color blending. Along 
the way, they get to manipulate colors and discover their 
different properties. To make their color-full journey even 
better, a trip through our Sensations Studio gallery shows 
them how to see and play with colors in yet another 
interactive way!

Grades K-2: I SPY SOLUTIONS

Young mathematicians begin as novice 
spies but leave as master agents. These 
recruits explore different spaces in 
The DoSeum. They are given intriguing 
challenges, such as discovering the 

secrets of the Spy Training Room or maneuvering through the 
Spy Obstacle Course. By the time they reach the end, they’re 
no longer novices—they’re officially Master Spy Agents! 

The kind of educational opportunities  
we offer are rare and valuable. In some 
cases, however, they’re priceless.
The DoSeum is deeply committed to providing special financial 
accommodations for Title I/economically disadvantaged 
groups in San Antonio. This is made possible through our 
DoSeum For All program, which was created specifically 
to promote inclusivity and equity, while inspiring lifelong 
learning. The program underwrites admissions, needs-based 
camp scholarships, and Field Experience for Title I schools. 

Here’s more about the DoSeum For All program  
that underscores its value:

• It provides a deep discount for families that qualify for a 
Lone Star Card. With it, economically-challenged families 
can afford to come to The DoSeum any time or any day. 

• It has allowed over 7,900 students attending Title I schools 
to have a Field Experience in 2018! Obviously, keeping this 
program going and growing will continue to be a priority.

• Our ever-popular Free Family Night, underwritten by H-E-B, 
Harvey E. Najim, and the Greehey Family Foundation, is also 
an important component in making The DoSeum inclusive 
and accessible to kids and their families. 

We believe that The DoSeum is, and will continue to be, 
an important part of this city. We are here to serve every 
child, every family, and every school in every neighborhood. 
This means our commitment to reach those most in need is 
just going to get stronger and deeper!

Not all field trips are created equal. 
Our innovative Field Experiences 
spark passion and provide 
invaluable fuel to meet  
future challenges.

BY OFFERING PROGRAMS TO ENSURE THAT THE DOSEUM EXPERIENCE IS AVAILABLE TO ALL OF 
OUR COMMUNITY’S CHILDREN, THE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM EMPOWERS CAREGIVERS TO CREATE 
MOMENTS OF JOYFUL LEARNING AND DISCOVERY WITH THEIR CHILDREN ON THEIR OWN TERMS.
RON NIRENBERG, MAYOR OF SAN ANTONIO
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AN EDUCATION IS FOREVER. 

DID YOU KNOW...  

RICHARD ALSO HAPPENS TO BE A TRAINED PALEONTOLOGIST AND  
A SELF-CONFESSED LOVER OF ALL THINGS PREHISTORIC! 

The most precious legacy that we can leave our children 
is what’s inside their heads. A good education can never  
be taken away from them. It will never wear out or go out 
of style, and it will always be there to help them throughout 
their lives. At The DoSeum, it’s our responsibility, our 
privilege, and our joy, to do as much as we can to  
make those fresh, receptive little minds as  
chock-full of potential as possible. 

Richard is a museum professional with extensive 
experience in education and exhibition development.  
He came to The DoSeum from the Yale Peabody Museum, 
where he was Director of Public Programs and oversaw 
all public-facing areas of the institution. His background 
also includes time at The Field Museum in Chicago, 
where he developed programming for the Museum’s 
audience in partnership with Chicago Public Schools. 
He is committed to our goal of furthering The DoSeum’s 
status as a premier destination for innovative, hands  
and minds-on learning. 

During a wide-ranging conversation, Richard made quite 
a few insightful points about education and The DoSeum:

• “I love walking through the door every day and 
being part of a team that’s full of energy, talent, and 
passion. This team IS The DoSeum, and while much of 
our operation might be invisible to most of our guests, 
everybody’s contribution is critical. As I’ve learned 
throughout my career in museums, the sum of these 
efforts is greater than its already impressive parts.” 

• “The educational foundation that’s in place is strongly 
rooted in best practices and well-defined approaches. 
Its identity is strong, and I found that confidence 
refreshing and attractive. My goal is that the 
Education team will continue to build off of that 
foundation, furthering our impact in San Antonio  
and serving as a nationally recognized model  
of informal learning.”

• “Scientists are simply those kids who never stopped 
asking ‘why?’ And they approach that question 
fearlessly. It’s an approach to be celebrated and 
fostered. That’s what game-changing is all about 
—and that’s what The DoSeum is all about.”

All of us here are confident that Richard understands and 
appreciates the unique “DNA” of The DoSeum. We are 
beyond pleased that he’s here  
for the many exciting  
opportunities ahead.

GET TO KNOW ONE OF OUR NEWEST  
GAME-CHANGERS: DR. RICHARD KISSEL,  
VICE PRESIDENT OF EDUCATION. 
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THIS PARTNERSHIP IS BUILT ON MUTUAL 
RESPECT, INNOVATION, COOPERATION,  
AND REALLY CARING ABOUT THE  
FUTURE OF THESE KIDS. 

SAISD/DoSeum Master Teachers for their perspectives:

• Maria Contreras: “I predict that the students will continue 
to make connections of their learning to the real world, be 
inspired to think of themselves as engineers, continue to 
interact with their peers in active inquiry, and consider a 
career within the Engineering field.”

• Agustin Moreno: “I foresee my students getting a better 
understanding of subjects being taught as they are able 
to make connections with what they already know. Having 
them monitor themselves and questioning what they are 
learning about will help them with comprehension.”

• Angelica Hernandez: “I believe that this will help my 
students to become better thinkers and will make them 
better at problem-solving. I also believe that they will  
take responsibility for their own learning and not be 
dependent on the teacher always guiding them.”

All of us at The DoSeum look forward to many more 
rewarding and satisfying experiences working with such 
great partners. We know that the lives of children and  
their teachers are going to continue to be changed for  
the better because of it. Here’s to the past, present,  
and the future!

When it comes to educating kids and teachers in STEM 
studies, the partnership between The DoSeum and the 
San Antonio Independent School District (SAISD) is one 
of our current game-changing initiatives. The DoSeum’s 
dedication to hands-on joyful learning has also found value 
with SAISD educators. In turn, SAISD has a commitment  
to support the development and improvement of their  
students and schools. 

“We have built trust between us,” said Chris Navarro, 
Director of Partnerships & Community Programs. “We 
continually evolve and refine our program offerings and 
coordinate with them to meet their needs.” 

The DoSeum supported the entire school district and has 
continued to focus on select cohorts of Master Teachers 
during the 2018 Spring and Summer Practicum. “Just as 
SAISD is working on keeping class sizes reasonable for 
teachers in their schools, we do the same regarding the 
number of teachers for our team to train and coach,” said 
Chris. “We both agree that this is an important way to  
keep the quality high. It’s very heartening to know that our  
SAISD partners are as dedicated as we are to creating  
great learning opportunities for our City’s kids.”

To give you a deeper insight into just how valuable and 
productive this partnership is, we asked some of the 

THROUGH THIS PARTNERSHIP, EACH ONE OF OUR SAISD MASTER TEACHERS 
EARNED 50 CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION HOURS, AND 96% OF  
OUR MASTER TEACHERS STRONGLY AGREE THAT THEY ARE NOW PREPARED  
TO EMBED SELF-GUIDED EXPLORATION, REFLECTION, AND EVALUATION 
LEARNING WITH THEIR STUDENTS.

John Nau is known for his love of history and education. 
He’s been an essential part of both, at The DoSeum. When 
he first found out about us from staffers at Silver Eagle 
Distributors, we were still in our infancy. His enthusiasm, 
deep support, and generosity has been key to our  
success then and now. 

Being a straightforward communicator, here are a 
few short-and-sweet snippets John offered about his 
relationship with The DoSeum and why he is committed  
to furthering our mission:

• “I have always supported educational programs. I’m a  
lot older than the kids who come to The DoSeum, but  
I still identify with exploration, trying new things, and  
the excitement of learning something. It’s ageless,  
not age-specific.”

• “I support The DoSeum because what they offer is new. 
It’s way beyond what most kids in school experience. Most 
schools cannot afford to provide this kind of learning. The 
kids won’t get this in their classrooms. For me, knowing 
this is why I invest in the fun of The DoSeum.”

•  “My advice to The DoSeum is: Don’t get stale! Continue 
to evolve the exhibits. Keep up with and use technology. 
Finally, always remember that before you can challenge 
children, you need to challenge yourselves.”

Now you know exactly why we treasure John Nau so much. 
We are very grateful that he believes in our mission and  
work. He embodies the spirit of lifelong  
learning and inspires and encourages  
San Antonio’s children to do  
the same! 

“EVERY KID SHOULD
HAVE A TEACHER OR AN 
OPPORTUNITY LIKE I DID.”

DID YOU KNOW...  

JOHN NAU DISCOVERED HIS PASSION FOR HISTORY WHILE TOURING  
A CIVIL WAR BATTLEFIELD WHEN HE WAS JUST 10 YEARS OLD.
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WE INVENTED A  
TIME MACHINE TO SEND KIDS 
INTO SAN ANTONIO’S FUTURE.

Created specifically as 
our contribution to the 
Tricentennial, our Dream 
Tomorrow Today exhibit 
was ready to go when  
our whole city celebrated  
the past three centuries.  

Since we believe in the power and potential of kids, we let 
them decide what’s ahead for the next 300 years! 

This extraordinary exhibit was a game-changer on 
more than one level. It allowed kids to slide (and we mean 
that literally) through time and transport themselves into 
a better tomorrow. As they traveled through the vividly 
colorful exhibit, they were encouraged to SEE, DO, and BE 
the future. They designed a future city, shaped community 
values, engaged in creative role-playing about possible 
careers, and oh-so-much more. 

It was also a wonderful chance to present fresh new ways 
to learn. “These kids will naturally inherit this city,” said 
Meredith Doby, our Vice President of Exhibits. “We wanted 
to give them the opportunity to think about the future of 
San Antonio, and of their world. We wanted them to see 
themselves as participants in how the City is shaped.” 

FOR THE DOSEUM, DESIGNING AND 
ORGANIZING OUR FIRST-EVER EXHIBIT  
FROM THE GROUND UP WAS TRULY  
A THRILLING CHALLENGE. 
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Once we had the conceptual 
theme firmed up, we tapped 
into the resources of the 
community. We consulted 
with expert ‘future thinkers’ 
in workshops and in 
community-input sessions 
by partnering with SA2020 
and SATomorrow. With their 

thoughtful and well-considered input, we determined what 
principles and values are going to be the most valuable to 
our City’s future. From there, we took off at high speed!

Hands down, this ‘hands-on’ tech  
experience was a major hit with kids.
Dream Tomorrow Today incorporated several exciting new 
technologies for learning and play, including a layer 
of augmented reality uniquely developed for young 
learners. The City Lab app is one example. With this 
augmented reality platform, kids witnessed how different 
community values create buildings, hospitals, schools, and 
more. Another activity, Sketch Town, was developed by the 
Japan-based digital art collective teamLab. Children used 

crayons to draw their city. Then, through a magic  
scanner, their creations appeared as animated  
figures on a giant screen. 

The exhibit was also the launch pad for many  
other hands-on activities. A few examples: 

• Your Future You, a special day where leaders in the  
City’s STEM community brought hands-on activities  
to The DoSeum. 

• A new Field Experience about electricity developed for 
fourth graders.

• Multiple Fall workshops, including those led by our 
Artists-In-Residence Calder Kamin and Gregorio Mannino. 

• A prosthetic-limb design laboratory guided by Miguel 
Garcia and Clint Taylor, education team Discovery Leaders. 
The session offered a practical, real-world way to connect 
citizens of Military City USA with its wounded veterans.

This is what we know for sure: It was a remarkable and 
memorable way to give our youngest citizens a chance to 
envision what might be ahead for themselves and our  
whole city!

Kids explored the future through  
the eyes and imaginations of artists.
The front of the exhibit and the time machine tunnel were 
designed by Calder Kamin, one of The DoSeum’s 2018 
Artists-in-Residence. Through creative recycle and reuse, 
Calder emphasized themes of sustainability and wise 
stewardship. Her work treated recycled objects as if they 
were gold instead of things that are used or thrown away.

DoSeum Artist-In-Residence Gregorio Mannino closed out 
the exhibit with a design lab called Do The Future. It posed a 
multitude of interactive challenges to encourage problem-
solving in areas like the future of transportation, health, and 
safety. Gregorio described it as, “Like having a conversation 
with objects. It set the ambiance and mood and a  
particular feeling.”  

As we look back on it, we know that  
we enjoyed and learned as much from  
Dream Tomorrow Today as the kids did!
We had the confidence and the right team to pull it off. 
We also had the enthusiastic and constant support of 
our sponsors. We know we did them and the children of 
San Antonio proud! We are beyond grateful to the USAA 

Foundation, Get Creative San Antonio, the San Antonio Area 
Foundation, Elizabeth Huth Coates Charitable Foundation, 
The Greehey Family Foundations, and the Joan and Herb 
Kelleher Charitable Foundation. Our vision to develop 
innovative thinkers capable of meeting the challenges  
of the 21st century was shared and lifted up by them— 
at every step along the way. 

Experience augmented reality now! 
Download The DoSeum City Lab app 
and hover over the patterns on the left. 

It’s free and available at Google Play 
and Apple App Store.

Kids sliding into the future! 
The projection was created 
by teamLab for The DoSeum. 
This particular installation  
was their first US  
museum project.
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This board game was created to give you a tiny taste of 
what a real DoSeum Field Experience is like. As you play, 
you’ll learn about all sorts of fun and interesting things that 
are STEM-related. We hope you’ll truly enjoy playing  
ALL SYSTEMS GO! with the children in your life.  

ALL SYSTEMS GO! was designed for children ages 5 and up, 
but grown-ups will enjoy it too!

THE GAME COMPONENTS: 
• The game board: The game starts in the lobby of 

The DoSeum, where the kids first gather for a Field 
Experience. As you play the game, you’ll arrive at areas 
on the game board that represent parts of The DoSeum 
(permanent spaces and places) that are always popular 
favorites of our visitors.

• A set of perforated question cards: On each card, there’s 
a STEM category, and a question related to the category. 
The card also gives you the number of ‘steps’ forward that 
a player takes if the question is answered correctly. The 
correct answer to the question is also on the card.

• A set of perforated player pieces: There’s one for each 
player. The game can be played by as few as 2 players, 
and up to 6 players. More players can participate if they 
form teams. A maximum of 6 teams can play. 

PROCEDURES AND RULES: 
• After de-perforating all the cards, shuffle them. Make sure 

all the cards are facing the same way, so that the players 
can easily see the STEM category of the question on each 
card, as well as the number of steps they can take on the 
game board.

• Randomly choose three cards. Don’t look at the questions 
on the cards. Set them aside (within easy reach) to create 
a ‘discard’ pile.

• Each player (or team) chooses a player piece and places it 
at the ‘start’ position.

• Players/teams decide as a group who goes first, second, 
etc. Everybody begins at the ‘start’ point on the game 
board—which is the lobby of The DoSeum. From there,  
the players take turns, rotating clockwise.

• Each player/team looks at the category and number of 
steps allowed by the top card in the deck, then decides 
whether or not to ‘Play’ or ‘Pass’ that card. The player/
team is not allowed to read the answer to the question on 
the card. You must not peek to see what card is next! If a 
player/team decides to pass, put that card in the ‘discard’ 
pile and go to the next card in the deck. That’s the card a 
player or team must use.

• Any opposing player/team asks the question on the 
selected card aloud. (OPTION: If someone is a neutral 
observer and is not a player or team member, that person 
can be the designated individual to ask the questions.)

• If playing as a team, the members of the team must work 
together to answer the questions.

• If a player/team answers the question correctly, then use 
the player piece to take the number of steps forward that 
the card indicates.

• If a player/team lands on a step that features one of The 
DoSeum’s most popular exhibits, you have achieved Lift 
Off! Follow the instructions on the step and rocket ahead!

• If the player/team answers the question incorrectly,  
then the player piece remains in the same spot until  
the player’s (or team’s) next turn. 

• More than one player piece can be on the same step  
at the same time.

• If at any point the number of cards is getting low, add  
the cards from the ‘discard’ pile back into the deck  
and re-shuffle.

• The player/team who gets to the end of the Field Experience 
first is declared the ALL SYSTEMS GO! Champion. 

Congratulations for doing your best! Now, how about 
playing another round? You see, every single time you  
play ALL SYSTEMS GO! it will be different, new, and a  
whole lot of fun. Come to think of it, that’s just like  
a real Field Experience at The DoSeum!
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EVERY TIME YOU PLAY AND LEARN,  
YOU’LL DO AND EXPERIENCE  
SOMETHING NEW AND DIFFERENT!
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9TH ANNUAL OUTSIDE  
THE LUNCHBOX LUNCHEON

At one time or another, every parent and teacher has heard 
the word “no!” from a child when facing difficult challenges. 
Children often act out or shut down. They respond reactively, 
instead of receptively. This is what our guest speaker, 
parenting expert Dr. Tina Payne Bryson, calls the  
“No Brain Response.” 

Her speech was the highlight of our 9th Annual Outside the 
Lunchbox Luncheon. It was aimed at helping us learn more 
about this topic, while giving us some techniques needed to

address it. Dr. Bryson co-authored 
the New York Times best-sellers, 
No-Drama Discipline and The Whole 
Brain Child with Dan Siegel. Their 
latest book, The Yes Brain, was the 
focus of her talk at the luncheon.

Dr. Bryson gave us some things to think 
about that are both practical and powerful.
On defining the Yes Brain: “It’s not about is being 
permissive or saying yes to everything. It’s a neurological 
state or way of being that is receptive and flexible and 
open to new information. It’s learning to see obstacles as 
challenges and taking chances to explore. It’s children 
learning over time to regulate their emotions to become 
balanced and resilient. Eventually, the brain wires itself  

that way and children become adults who approach the world 
in this manner.”

On defining the No Brain: “It’s a brain that’s reactive, rigid, 
and stuck in negative emotions. We’re talking about the 
flight-or-fight-or-freeze response, when children are feeling 
anxious and reactive and on guard. If children are in this state 
repeatedly over time, that’s how their brains get wired.”

On how parenting practices based on empathy and 
connection work with these brain states: “The whole 
purpose of discipline is to teach and build skills, so kids 
learn self-discipline as they grow up. Much of what we do in 
the name of discipline is yelling at kids and punishing them, 
which is actually counterproductive. It pushes kids into the 
red zone and out of the green zone, where their brains are 
receptive to build new skills. Empathy and connection are 
how you move them back into the green zone.”

On how to reach a child who’s in meltdown: “When we 
respond with connection and empathy, it changes a child’s 
neurophysiology and their whole nervous system. A child 
moves from a threatened, reactive brain to a more receptive 
learning state. Over time, even when they’re experiencing 
big, intense emotional reactions, their brains get wired 
where they’ll be able to soothe themselves. They develop  
the capacity to self-regulate.”

On why this is so important: “Building empathy and 
resilience in our children is foundational for their mental 
and emotional health and even their academic success. 
These sorts of skills are essential for the next generation 
of parents, teachers, politicians. We need to be intentional 
about building these skills, and what’s lovely is that we  
can do it just in our daily reactions with our kids.”

The DoSeum is very grateful for all the sponsors  
who made it possible to hold the Out of the Lunchbox 
Luncheon and to bring Dr. Bryson to San Antonio.  
We are particularly thankful to 
USAA and Wave Healthcare.

DID YOU KNOW...  

BEFORE SHE’S A PSYCHOTHERAPIST, OR AUTHOR, OR ANYTHING ELSE, 
SHE’S A MOM. SHE LIMITS HER CLINICAL PRACTICE AND SPEAKING 
ENGAGEMENTS SO THAT SHE CAN SPEND TIME WITH HER HUSBAND AND HER THREE BOYS.

HELPING CHILDREN APPROACH LIFE  
WITH THE FOUR FUNDAMENTALS:  
BALANCE, RESILIENCE, INSIGHT,  
AND EMPATHY.
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Day in and day out, teachers impact the lives of children 
and their families in significant ways. Whataburger 
and The DoSeum are deeply grateful for this, and we 
wanted to show STEM teachers, in both words and 
actions, how much we treasure them. It’s why we held a 
VIP event to honor 150+ teachers for their contributions 
to the community. We decided it had to be the perfect 
mix of education and enjoyment. The teachers feasted 
on delectable treats from Whataburger, heard a 
teacher-focused talk from Dr. Bryson, entered to win 
great door prizes, and were treated to complimentary 
valet parking. We also made sure that their valuable 
time spent at this event was recognized because it  
even earned them one hour of CPE! 

Our sincere thanks to all the teachers who came.  
Their interest and support of joyful and active learning 
at The DoSeum has always been appreciated and 
welcomed. They are the fuel for STEM education  
in San Antonio. Our thanks to Whataburger for  
supporting these educators!

WHILE ATTENDING THE RECEPTION, I WAS TREATED TO EXCELLENT 
REFRESHMENTS AND FREE SWAG. MORE IMPORTANTLY, THOUGH, I LEFT  
WITH THE KNOWLEDGE THAT TEACHING CHILDREN ABOUT THEIR BRAIN  
AND HOW IT WORKS CAN HAVE A TREMENDOUS IMPACT ON THEIR LEARNING.
MEREDITH PARKS, EDUCATOR

OUTSIDE THE LUNCHBOX OFFERED  
A MUCH-DESERVED TRIBUTE  
TO TEACHERS. 
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DISCOVERY 
BY DOING:
TEEN DO-ERS PROVE 
THEY DO HAVE  
WHAT IT TAKES!

During the summer of 2018, we 
launched a game-changing pilot 
program for students in grades 
9-12 called Discovery by Doing. 
The Discovery by Doing cohort 
members were given opportunities 
for significant responsibility and 
leadership within the museum. 
This included training in facilitation 
and engagement practices, STEM 
model activities, and detailed 
exploration and knowledge of  
The DoSeum galleries. At the end 
of their training, they spent quality 
time reflecting on what they had 
learned, and did some goal setting 
as well. They earned 100+ hours 
towards the President’s Volunteer 
Service Award and our deepest 
gratitude and respect for such 
serious accomplishments at  
such young ages.

Which brings us around to this:  
if you know of bright, motivated 
teenagers who might want to rise 
to this challenge, let them know 
about this opportunity. Tell them 
there’s an application process that 
includes providing references, 
short essay questions, and 
participating in a one-on-one  
and group interview. 

USAA has a deep commitment to 
STEM education in our community. 
In 2017, leaders from USAA and 
the USAA Foundation deepened 
their partnership with The DoSeum, 
investing significantly in our Summer  
of Tech programming and exhibition. 
Harriet Dominique, USAA’s Senior 
Vice President of Corporate 

Responsibility and Community Affairs and President of  
The USAA Foundation, stated the investment was a natural 
fit, explaining, “The DoSeum team believes in the power of 
joyful learning and they have created a place where children 
learn by doing what they love to, which is to play, be curious, 
explore, create and tinker.”

In 2018, this relationship expanded to include a significantly 
enhanced discount for current and former military and their 
family members. Harriet expressed, “(This) funding ensures 

that our US military and their families have an opportunity to 
experience The DoSeum’s tremendous content and exhibits. 
Providing a deep discount ensures greater access for our 
military and their families.” 

Through this discount funding, The USAA Foundation will 
serve 50,000 military family members over the next year. 
This substantial investment reflects the level of engagement 
USAA seeks in the communities it serves. As Harriet affirms, 
“The more engaged organizations become in community 
development…the more they can be part of the solution  
for creating communities that thrive.” 

Our thanks to USAA for working alongside 
The DoSeum to create thriving  
children and communities!

DID YOU KNOW...  

USAA’S COMMITMENT TO SERVE THE MILITARY COMMUNITY BEGAN 
NEARLY 100 YEARS AGO WHEN 25 ARMY OFFICERS POOLED THEIR MONEY 
TO SERVE EACH OTHER’S AUTO INSURANCE NEEDS. THAT LEGACY OF SERVICE  
CONTINUES TODAY WITH 13 MILLION MEMBERS!

THE DOSEUM’S SALUTE TO 
USAA: A PROUD PARTNER  
IN STEM EDUCATION!
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DID YOU KNOW...  

RESEARCH FOUND THAT 22% OF AMERICAN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
FAIL TO MEET BASELINE PROFICIENCY OF FINANCIAL LITERACY.

— OECD PISA SURVEY (2015)

PLAYING WITH MONEY: 
MAKING FINANCIAL 
LITERACY FUN!

Learning how to handle money wisely can make a big 
difference in life. This skill is taught daily at The DoSeum 
because we know it flings open doors, revealing vistas 
of opportunities and possibilities. Kids, parents, and 
grandparents are enriched through this. Count on it! 

We asked Jeff Brouillard to give you some deeper insights 
into how The DoSeum has taken on this challenge. Jeff joined 
our Board in 2018 and is a member of our Finance/Audit  
and Operations committees. He’s Regional Vice President of 
Wells Fargo Middle Market Banking serving San Antonio and 
South Texas and has been instrumental in funding several 
special events and programs. This includes the Little Doers 
Financial Literacy program in Little Town. Here, our Little 
Doers play while learning basic financial literacy concepts 
like shopping, spending, earning, and saving money. They 
have a ton of fun along the way, too! 

Jeff is a strong advocate for The DoSeum and offers several 
thoughts about the importance it plays in our community:

• “According to research from the Economic Well-Being 
of U.S. Households report, 57% of Americans are 
struggling financially, and 48% are living paycheck to 
paycheck. I believe that The DoSeum is an important part 
of helping turn this kind of situation around, starting with 
our community’s youngest generation.”

•  “My wife Sara and I have three young children.  
The DoSeum helps de-mystify adult responsibilities 
with fun and imagination. This really helps us out as 
parents, because we are our children’s first teachers.”

• “No matter how many times I see it, I am always struck by 
how intentional and meaningful things are at The DoSeum. 
I get a kick out of watching kids be little sponges, soaking 
it all in. I watch other parents playing with their kids, too. 
They are having as much fun as their kids are! This is the 
kind of thing that grows a relationship between a parent 
and child.”

All of us at The DoSeum truly appreciate Jeff for the 
financial expertise, wisdom, and time he contributes  
with a generous and helpful attitude. Our mission is more  
“Do-able” because of his consistent commitment! 

Watching the fun happen in Little 
Town makes one thing instantly 
clear. It’s the kid-sized replica of 
a Whataburger food truck that’s 
wildly popular with the little ones. 
It allows them to learn through 
doing while role-playing as servers, 
cooks, or customers. This colorful 
exhibit opened in 2018, as part of 
Whataburger’s “Orange Spirit Week” 
celebration of the company’s 68th Anniversary. 

Pam Cox, Whataburger’s Vice President of Customer 
Engagement and Brand Communication, explains how  
our delicious partnership got cooking:

• “Family is a big part of Whataburger’s story, and The 
DoSeum provides a safe space for kids and families to 
learn and play, so the partnership was a natural fit for 
us. Much like The DoSeum’s Doers, our Whataburger 
employees are also encouraged to be hands-on and 
involved. We do whatever it takes to support each other 
and our community.”

• “We believe it’s important to invest in causes that support 
children and help provide access to resources they 
need to be successful. The DoSeum is dedicated to 
growing minds, connecting families, and transforming 
communities. This aligns closely with our  
Whataburger mission.”

• “In December 2018, Whataburger welcomed almost 200 
kids from local children’s shelters to The DoSeum for our 
eighth annual Winter Whataland celebration. There are 
really no words to describe the joy on those children’s 
faces as they explored all the DoSeum has to offer.”

Here at The DoSeum, we’re beyond pleased to have 
an enlightened, forward-thinking corporation like 
Whataburger as a partner. Their genuine commitment to 
kids, especially those who live in hard places and difficult 
circumstances, is an on-going inspiration to us. Because  
of them, we are more fully enabled to live our mission! 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WHATABURGER

DID YOU KNOW...  

WHATABURGER’S FOUNDER HARMON DOBSON HAD A GOAL TO SERVE A  
BURGER SO BIG THAT YOU HAD TO USE TWO HANDS TO EAT IT. HE THOUGHT  
THE REACTION TO EATING A SIDE OF BEEF ON A BUN WOULD BE, “WHAT A BURGER!”

WHATAPARTNER WE HAVE  
IN WHATABURGER!
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OUR MISSION 
Through joyful learning and 
discovery, The DoSeum grows 
minds, connects families,  
and transforms communities.

OUR VISION 
As a premier educational 
resource, we develop innovative 
thinkers capable of meeting the 
challenges of the 21st century.

427,695 8,051

930 12,704

40,000
visited and explored 

The DoSeum
became or maintained  

their memberships

volunteered at 
The DoSeum

total volunteering 
hours

active duty military  
and their families

Hosted close to

In the Summer of 
2018, we launched 

Discovery by Doing,  
a volunteer youth 

program  
(See page 22).

kids impacted by Field Experiences

79

12,525

209

7,915
120

participated in 
the Little Doers 
Preschool

kids benefitted from 
outreach programs

Field 
Experiences
occurred

kids impacted 
by our Title I 
scholarships

Title I schools 
received 
scholarships

I don’t know who  
loved it more–the 
grown ups or the kids.  
Very imaginative.

— Dream Tomorrow Today survey

Don’t forget to play  
ALL SYSTEMS GO!

Pages 16-17

14,599

WE GUARANTEE THAT OUR DOSEUM FOR ALL PROGRAM MADE 
MANY A YOUNG LEARNER’S DAY THE ABSOLUTE BEST!
• We expanded our innovative DoSeum For All program so that it’s more inclusive 

and accessible. Thanks to our donors, we were able to underwrite admissions,  
camp scholarships, and Field Experiences for kids and their Title I schools.  
We were even able to cover their Field Experiences transportation! 

• We also added a new component into our DoSeum For All program. It’s a  
deeply discounted rate for families that qualify for a Lone Star Card. This is  
an EBT program available through the Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission. Families in need can now afford to come to The DoSeum any time  
or day and take advantage of all the fun and educational opportunities we offer!  

• We were able to continue offering our monthly Free Family Nights.  
They’re still the best deal in town, thanks to the generosity of funders,  
like H-E-B, Harvey E. Najim, and the Greehey Family Foundation. 

180,911

4,987
attended the exhibit

participated in  
See, Do, Be the Future  

Summer Challenge
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INNOVATORS 
City of San Antonio

Community First Health Plans

H-E-B Grocery Company

John Nau

Kronkosky Charitable Foundation

Semmes Foundation, Inc.

The Brown Foundation, Inc.

USAA Foundation, Inc.

Whataburger

INVENTORS 
Bank of America Charitable Foundation

Broadway Bank

Charles C. Butt

David and Karen Lee Zachry

Dickson-Allen Foundation

Eleanor Butt Crook

Elizabeth Huth Coates  
Charitable Foundation

George and Barbara Williams

Gus Owen Stephens Foundation

Jeffery and Jana Galt

John and Carla Brozovich

Kimberly S. Lewis

KSL Resources

Peter M. and Julianna Hawn Holt

Silver Eagle Distributors  
Charitable Fund

The Greehey Family Foundation

The Harvey E. Najim Family Foundation

USAA 

Valero

Valero Benefit for Children

Wave Healthcare, LLC

Wells Fargo Foundation

BUILDERS
Amegy Bank of Texas

Bank of America

Brandon and Triana Grossman

Bruce and Elsa Grossman

Bruce and Gail Smith

Bryan and Lauren G. Tew

Christopher Pettit

Eric and Jackie Covey

Faye L. and William L. Cowden 
Charitable Foundation

Feik Family Foundation

Firstmark Credit Union

Frank and Christine Almaraz

Frost Bank

Good Time Charlie’s

Harrison Charitable Fund

Herrmann Family Charitable 
Foundation

Hixon Properties Incorporated

Holt Cat

Holt Foundation

J.B. and Corinna Richter

Jackson Walker LLP

Jeff and Sara Brouillard

Jimmy and Suzanne Goudge

Joan and Herb Kelleher  
Charitable Foundation

Kaye Lenox

L.D. Ormsby Charitable  
Foundation, Inc.

Lew and Laura H. Moorman

Luther King Capital Management

Mays Family Foundation

McGuire Family Foundation

Michael and Kathy MacNaughton

Michael and Lee Barry

Moretti’s Fine Jewelry

Nancy Smith Hurd Foundation

Nathalie and Gladys Dalkowitz 
Charitable Trust

Norton Rose Fulbright US, LLP

Office Source, LTD

Omni La Mansion del Rio Hotel

Peter John and Lauren Kate Holt

Phyllis Browning Company

Ron and Karen Herrmann

San Antonio Area Foundation

San Antonio Regional Public PK-12 
Education Forum

San Antonio Tricentennial 
Celebration Commission

Scott and Elizabeth Stephens

BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

BOARD CHAIR

Jeff Galt 

VICE CHAIR

Frank Almaraz 

EXECUTIVE  
COMMITTEE

Michael Barry

Ty Edwards

Suzanne Goudge

Megan Rooney

Tinsley Smith

CEO

Dan Menelly

BOARD MEMBERS  
AT-LARGE

Jean Alexander

Jeff Brouillard

Carla Brozovich

Katie Cigarroa

Mark Garcia

Frankie Johnson

Kim Lewis

Kathy MacNaughton

Angelica Palm

Emilie Petty

Chris Quinn

Anne Rochelle

Tracy Watts

Thank you. It’s just two little words. But they have a 
huge amount of our heartfelt gratitude behind them! 

Because of your support, we had a game-changing  
year. Because of your generosity, we had the 
resources to create, generate, breakthrough, 
transform—then turn what we dreamed up into  
reality. Because of your belief in joyful learning,  
when children explore, discover, and play their  
little hearts out here, we hope you’ll understand  
that you’re truly the reason it’s possible. 

You are, in short, a game-changer.  
Well-played, dear friend!

Gifts from January 1, 2018 to December 31, 2018
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Scott and Rebecca Nathan

Texas Capital Bank

The CE Group

The Gambrinus Company

The Harris K. & Lois G.  
Oppenheimer Foundation

The RK Group

Thomas and Maryanne A. Guido

Three Two Seven Family 
Management, LLC

William and Megan Rooney

William Knox Holt Foundation

Zachry Corporation

Zachry Group

CONNECTORS
Andrew and Ashley M. Friedman

Anjly and Rajiv Rajani

Ann Allen

Barry and Debbi Rothschild

Bill and Emilie Baine

Bo and Caroline Badouh

Gretchen O’Gorman 

Bruce and Dawn Walker

Byron and Sara Pfeifer

Chad and Tinsley Smith

Charles and Nancy Cheever

Chris and Kerri Quinn

Christopher and Emilie Petty

Clint and Jessica Worth

Clyde and Jean Alexander

CPS Energy

Craig and Elise Boyan

Dan and Pam Norstrom

Dan A. and Peggy Hughes

Daniel and Erica Dabrieo

Daniel and Rebecca Kurokawa

Denise Menelly

Dustin and Hilary Christensen

Fidelity Charitable

Frankie Johnson

Fred and Marjory Waterman

Harrold and Barbara B. Wood

Howard Energy Partners

Insco Distributing, Inc.

Jack and Valerie Guenther Foundation

James and Alisha King

Jason and Jennifer K. Berridge

Jason Thompson and April Ancira

Jay and Kay A. Heizer

Jeff and Anne Rochelle

Jefferson Bank

Jeffrey M. and Kathleen Bolner

Jeremy and Lauren Mandel

Jesse and Amy Hereford

Jesus Tejeda

Joaquin and Katie Cigarroa

Joe and Lacie Gorder

John and Claudia Malitz

John L. Santikos  
Charitable Foundation

Johnny and Ruth B. Russell

Judith Morton

Justin and Amy Grubbs

La Cantera Resort and Spa

Lee Michaels Fine Jewelry

Luke Girdley and Celina Montoya

Madison and Elizabeth G. Marceau

Malitz Construction, Inc.

Mark and Lorien Whyte

Marshall Miller and  
Claudia Huntington

Mauzé Construction

Melissa and Robert Legg

Michael and Laura O’Donnell

Michael and Louise Burke

Michael and Mary Pat Bolner

Michael Smith

BUILDERS
Eleanor Butt Crook

MAKERS
Jeffery and Jana Galt

Bruce and Gail Smith

THINKERS
Bill and Emilie Baine

SHAKERS
Barry and Debbi Rothschild

Bruce and Dawn Walker

Christopher and Emilie Petty

Clint and Jessica Worth

Dan and Pam Norstrom

Dan A. and Peggy Hughes

Daniel and Erica Dabrieo

Daniel and Rebecca Kurokawa

Frank and Christine Almaraz

Fred and Marjory Waterman

Harrold and Barbara B. Wood

J.B. and Corinna Richter

Jeff and Sara Brouillard

Jeffrey M. and Kathleen Bolner

Jeremy and Lauren Mandel

Jimmy and Suzanne Goudge

Joaquin and Katie Cigarroa

John and Claudia Malitz

John and Carla Brozovich

Justin and Amy Grubbs

Kimberly S. Lewis

Melissa and Robert Legg

Michael and Kathy MacNaughton

Michael and Laura O’Donnell

Michael and Lee Barry

Rick and Jenny Schimpff

Ron and Karen Herrmann

Stephen and Ahmira Cassle

Thomas and Maryanne A. Guido

William and Megan Rooney

MOVERS
Ann Allen

Byron and Sara Pfeifer

Cecile and David McAllister

Dan C. and Harriet Peavy

Elton and Leslie George

Fred Poordad and Judy Kim

Paul and Marie H. Smith

Rick and Suzanne Cavender

Ronald J. and Sally Bates

Sarah Pittman

Scott and Elizabeth Stephens

DOERS
Abigail Moore

Anjly and Rajiv Rajani

Ashley and Rad Weaver

Bob and Sally Sohn

Bobby Campbell

Brandon and Triana Grossman

Catherine Hynie

Charles White

Danielle Reyes

Diana Sonnen

Gregory Hernandez and  
Stephanie Villarreal

James and CeCe Griffin

James and Alisha King

James and Antoinette Lindon

Jeff and Anne Rochelle

John and Heather Craig

John and Kathryn Keeton

John and Kelsi Frajman

John and Mary Seidenfeld

Jonathan and Helen Dear

Junji and Nancy Higuchi

Kenneth and Rebecca Clinton

Mari Rodriguez

Marshall and Jane W. Steves

Pete and Susan Tassos

Peter John and Lauren Kate Holt

Porter and Lynn Loring

Randy and Beth Baetz

Raymond and Elizabeth Morrow

Richard M. and  
Olive Anne Kleberg

Richey and Joan Wyatt

Scott and Rachel Fee

Shail Govani

Steve and Elizabeth G. Swanson
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 Management and General

 Fundraising

 Program*  
Programming includes outreach, 
exhibits, and educational programs.

SAN ANTONIO CHILDREN’S MUSEUM DBA THE DOSEUM

December 31 2018

Assets

Cash and cash equivalents $1,976,240

Accounts receivable 6,407

Inventory 219,309

Prepaid expenses 164,161

Investments 6,548,608

Pledges receivable restricted, net 2,217,298

Note receivable 7,063,000

Restricted cash 3,572,518

Property & equipment, net 38,179,919

Artwork 48,200

Total Assets $59,995,660

Liabilities

Accounts payable

Trade $159,283

Accrued liabilities 141,922

Deferred revenue 578,282

Capital lease liability 71,818

Notes payable 9,700,000

Total Liabilities $10,651,305

Net Assets

Unrestricted

Operating $6,794,409

Land, building, equipment & artwork 35,591,110

Board designated 538,594

Total unrestricted 42,924,122

Temporarily restricted 4,777,233

Permanently restricted 1,643,000

Total Net Assets $49,344,355

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $59,995,660

COMBINED 
STATEMENTS 
OF FINANCIAL 
POSITION

2018 MISSION DELIVERY

4%10%

86%

 Contribution Revenue

 Special Events

 Earned Revenue* 
Earned revenue includes admissions, 
memberships, birthday parties, 
museum store sales, and other income.

2018 REVENUE SOURCES

38%

6%

56%

NuStar Foundation

Rick and Jenny Schimpff

Santikos Enterprises

Sara S. Walker

Seazar’s Fine Wine and Spirits

Sergio and Ana Leah Montemayor

Silver and Black Give Back 
Foundation

Silver Eagle Distributors

Stephen and Ahmira Cassle

Texas Cavaliers

The Bank of San Antonio

The David and Cecile McAllister 
Giving Fund

The PM Group

Ty and Colette Edwards

Voya Financial

Wells Fargo

William Cavender

Wortham Insurance,  
Risk Management and Benefits 

XPEL, Inc.

EDUCATORS 
Abigail Moore

Annette A. Werling

Ashley and Rad Weaver

Benjamin Rode

Bob and Sally Sohn

Bobby Campbell

Catherine Hynie

Catriona Morrison

Cecile and David McAllister

Charles White

Cottonwood Wine Tours

Dan C. and Harriet Peavy

Daniel J. Menelly

Danielle Reyes

Diana Sonnen

Elton and Leslie George

Embrey Partners, LTD

Emilee Scialpi

Erik G. and Lisa Hanson

FetchMD, LLC

Fred Poordad and Judy Kim

Government Personnel Mutual Life 
Insurance Company

Gregory Hernandez and  
Stephanie Villarreal

James and CeCe Griffin

James and Antoinette Lindon

Jewell’s Catering

John and Heather Craig

John and Kathryn Keeton

John and Kelsi Frajman

John and Lauren Browning

John and Mary Seidenfeld

John T. and Ida Steen

Jonathan and Helen Dear

Jose B. Sena

Joshua Poole

Julian Gold

Junji and Nancy Higuchi

Karl and Andrea Pichler

Kelly Wade Jewelers

Kendra Scott

Kenneth and Rebecca Clinton

Mari Rodriguez

Marshall and Jane W. Steves

Meadow, Inc.

Mission Park Funeral Chapels  
and Cemeteries

Paul and Marie H. Smith

Pete and Susan Tassos

Porter and Lynn Loring

Preston and Robin L. Atkinson

R.L. Worth and Associates

Randy and Beth Baetz

Raymond and Elizabeth Morrow

Richard M. and Olive Anne Kleberg

Richey and Joan Wyatt

Rick and Suzanne Cavender

Ronald J. and Sally Bates

Daniel and Ruth E. Sullivan

San Antonio Chamber of Commerce

Sarah Pittman

Scott and Rachel Fee

Shail Govani

Steve and Elizabeth G. Swanson

Steven K. and Susan Brauer

Thad C. and Lynn Ziegler

The Capital Group Companies 
Charitable Foundation

The Steves Foundation

Vito and Lauren Ciminello

Xaviera Szeman

WE LIVE IN A WORLD IN WHICH WE NEED TO SHARE RESPONSIBILITY.  
IT’S EASY TO SAY, “IT’S NOT MY CHILD, NOT MY COMMUNITY, NOT MY 
WORLD, NOT MY PROBLEM. THEN THERE ARE THOSE WHO SEE THE  
NEED AND RESPOND. I CONSIDER THOSE PEOPLE MY HEROES.”
FRED ROGERS (AKA “MR. ROGERS”), EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR
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