
Learners will increase their understanding of design and systems by participating in an archaeological 
expedition, analyzing a household object and making observations about the recent past. 

• Contemporary Archaeology is a new field of study, and is focused on the study of recent human history. Recent is of course a 
relative term, but in this instance it is commonly agreed to refer to the 20th to early 21st century.

• Exploring the artifact is key—the children don’t have to correctly identify the object to have fun and learn! What’s most 
important is that they are applying their observation and critical thinking skills. Encourage them to invent their own names to 
describe things that they’re unfamiliar with. Ask them: Why would that name work for this object? 

• Have a conversation after the activity about how the artifact was/is used. Indeed, Contemporary Archaeology often utilizes 
interviews as a tool.

• Finally, archaeology is often confused with paleontology. Paleontology is the study of fossils to understand the history of life on 
Earth. Fossils are the remains of organisms from the past, such as dinosaur bones. Archaeology strictly focuses on human 
history and the study of artifacts. In summary, archaeologists study human history through artifacts, while paleontologists 
study the history of other forms of life through fossils.

Archaeological Dig! But no shovels are 
required.

Find an artifact in the house worthy of 
study—one that your find interesting 
because of its shape, color, and other 
features that spark your curiosity. 

Tip: Your artifact can be anything. A 
rotary phone. A cassette or VHS tape. 
A scrap book. Anything from within 
the past 100 years. The less the child 
know about the artifact, the better.

What is archaeology? What is the 
difference between an archaeologist 
and a treasure hunter?

IN STEP 1 YOUR CHILD IS PRACTICING:
- Vocabulary
- Introduction to careers

Look closely at the artifact.

What are the parts of the artifact? 
Draw the artifact and label the parts 
on a blank sheet of paper. Don’t be 
intimidated by drawing—do your best!

What are the purposes of the parts? 
Document your best idea or guess 
about each part’s purpose next to the 
part on your labeled diagram. 

Finally, how do those parts fit, hold, 
and work together? And what else do 
you find particularly interesting about 
the artifact?

IN STEP 2 YOUR CHILD IS PRACTICING:
- Parts, Purposes, & Complexities 

thinking routine
- Observation & documentation

Think like an archaeologist. 

Use your newly drafted Parts, 
Purposes, & Complexities document 
to answer the following questions:

• Do you notice any signs of use or 
wear on the artifact? 

• How might have people used this 
artifact? 

• What does the artifact reveal 
about the people that used it? 
What do they value?

Create a label for the object that 
includes its name, who discovered it 
and when, and the answers to the 
above questions.

IN STEP 3 YOUR CHILD IS PRACTICING:
- Observation & inference
- Critical thinking
- Literacy skills

HOUSEHOLD 
ARCHAEOLOGY

• Any Household Artifact (see Step 1 below)
• Blank Paper
• Any Writing Utensil
• Vocabulary: Archaeology is the scientific study of people through examination of artifacts and other remains.
• Vocabulary: An artifact is any object made by human beings.



Science (§112): Scientific Investigation and Reasoning (§112.11-16.b.2) 
Social Studies (§113): Culture (§113.11.b.11), (§113.12.b.15), (§113.13.b.16), (§113.14.b.13)
Social Studies (§113): Science, Technology, & Society (§113.11.b.13), (§113.12.b.16), (§113.13.b.17), (§113.14.b.16)

HOUSEHOLD 
ARCHAEOLOGY


