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The DoSeum Receives Grant to Bring Hands-On  
Engineering Program to Local Classrooms 

 

(SAN ANTONIO) – The DoSeum, San Antonio’s museum for kids, in partnership with Region 20 

Education Service Center and SASTEMIC, an advocacy group focused on advancing STEM education in 

San Antonio, has been awarded $149,902 by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) to 

help provide enhanced engineering education in area elementary schools.  

The DoSeum and its partners will work together to offer local teachers training on Engineering is 

Elementary®, an inquiry-based engineering curriculum developed by the Boston Museum of Science. 

The award-winning program addresses the need for effective STEM education in America through 

curriculum development and dissemination, professional development and educational research. 

Thirty educators from Harlandale, Judson and Southwest independent school districts will participate 

in the program, bringing engineering education to more than 750 local students.  

“One of our primary objectives at The DoSeum is to serve as a community convener, connecting with 

other organizations from throughout San Antonio with the goal of providing our children with the best 

educational experience possible,” said Vanessa Lacoss Hurd, CEO of The DoSeum. “This significant 

grant from IMLS will allow us to work with Region 20 and SASTEMIC to bring important, hands-on, 

STEM learning to classrooms that may not currently have the resources to implement this type of 

program.” 

The nationally recognized Engineering is Elementary curriculum challenges students to design solutions 

to issues faced by cultures around the world. In one lesson, students will help a Peruvian student 
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design a receptacle to deliver water to her village. The DoSeum’s education staff will train teachers to 

use the curriculum and provide materials to help support their classroom activities. Students will also 

build their capstone engineering project at workshops held at the museum. 

“We believe this program will benefit students, their teachers and their families by adding capacity to 

local school districts in the subjects of science, engineering, technology and math. By offering a 

program that brings engaging learning to the classroom partnered with hands-on experiences at The 

DoSeum, we can help to bridge the gap between formal and informal learning environments,” said 

Ryan Smith, vice president of education at The DoSeum. 

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation’s 

libraries and museums. Its competitive grants program helps fund museum programs that encourage 

inclusive educational opportunities. 

### 
 

About The DoSeum: San Antonio’s new museum for kids is one of the leading children’s museums in 

the nation. A place where children learn by doing, The DoSeum offers innovative exhibits and 

experiences to get children excited about concepts in science, math, art and literacy and encourages 

them to take that excitement into the world. For more information, visit TheDoSeum.org.     

 

About The Institute of Museum and Library Services: The Institute of Museum and Library Services is 

the primary source of federal support for the nation’s 123,000 libraries and 35,000 museums. Our 

mission is to inspire libraries and museums to advance innovation, lifelong learning, and cultural and 

civic engagement. Our grant making, policy development, and research help libraries and museums 

deliver valuable services that make it possible for communities and individuals to thrive. To learn more, 

visit www.imls.gov. 
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